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This is Part 7 of Deans Marsh Community Stories, covering the 2000s – the 
Naughties as they were known.  Music@the Marsh makes a big impression in 
the district and beyond, the Community Cottage gathers momentum, the 
former Deans Marsh Football Clubhouse gets restored and the Deans Marsh 
Dogs Trials begin.   
 

The 2000s 
 
62. 2000 Tai Chi began in the Hall organised by Seona Gunn and auspiced 
by the Cottage.1  It continues in 2020 – or will after restrictions ease.   
 
63. 2000 November 25 The new Community Cottage facilities at the Hall 
were opened by the Victorian Minister of Community Services, Christine 
Campbell. 
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1
 Details received from Seona Gunn August 15 2020 

2
 Deans Marsh Community Cottage archives  
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64. And on the same day the new Deans Marsh Hall curtain was 
celebrated: 
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The Cottage was saved and relocated to the extended Hall after a sustained 
community campaign to lobby locals, SCSC and Victorian government 
agencies: petitions, media coverage, fundraising social events, offers for new 
buildings from Lorne and Warrnambool, and finally Council and State 
government agreement to fund the necessary facilities but ONLY as 
extensions to existing Hall.  While this meant that the Cottage survived and 
thrived, it has had ongoing, serious and negative effects on our Hall itself.5  
 

                                            
3
 Deans Marsh Community Cottage Archives  

4
 Deans Marsh Community Cottage Archives 

5
 Deans Marsh Community Cottage archives and 2022 Deans Marsh Community Hub proposal 

documents and process – see also  https://www.surfcoast.vic.gov.au/About-us/Your-Say/Deans-Marsh-
Community-Hub-Facility-Development-Plan   
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2000-2001 NYE Space themed – yes around 2001 A Space Odyssey New 
Year’s Eve.  Also that year locals were successful in obtaining a small grant 
which allowed the purchase of a portable PA system …6 which eventually 
lead to - see M@TM in the next installment … 

                                            
6
 Interview Mandy Baker July 27 2020  

The Deans Marsh Curtains 

During World War II, the women of the Deans Marsh community constructed the Deans 

Marsh Curtains. Sugar bags were sewn and embroidered over a period of nine years and 

used as curtain panels in the community hall. See Making the Original Curtains for more 

detail.

In 1991, due to the inevitable deterioration of the work, the community approached The 

National Wool Museum for assistance in preserving it. The Wool Museum stored the 

curtain and it was exhibited in 1994. It has since been relinquished to the Museum of 

Victoria and is displayed in the new facility.

Local resident, Margaret Stewart, was keen for the new and original residents of Deans 

Marsh to be united and learn of the history of the area. Through her tenacity, a project to 

create new curtains for the hall was initiated in 2000 with the help of a grant from Arts 

Victoria and textile artist Jan Preston.

The brief for the new curtain was: it should reflect the history of the area, focus on the 

present and look forward to the new millennium. It should immortalise the potato and pea 

growing along with agriforestry; the indigenous floral and fauna; the eagle and the snake 

to represent the first people, the Wathaurong; the panther that roams the local forest; 

the original town buildings; a reference to Marjorie Lawrence, an internationally famous 

opera singer who grew up in the area; Ron Millard, puppet maker and puppeteer; and the 

Ash Wednesday fires.

On 25th November 2000, the new Deans Marsh Curtains were hung. In all, 7200 hours of 

voluntary community input had been recorded. Open Days for public viewing of the 

curtains are held.
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65. 2001 Deans Marsh Community Cottage and a rather familiar-looking 
newsletter logo… 
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2001 and ongoing Cottage courses and activities included organic gardening, 
fresco painting, digital photography and a Men’s Den. 
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 All Cottage newsletter images copied from Deans Marsh Community Cottage Archives 
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66. 2001-5 Music @ the Marsh was the start of something big for the 

Marsh. It operated regularly – monthly nine or ten times a year from 2001 to 
2005, and with great success.  Mandy Baker, a key organiser, reports “We 
had busloads of people from all over the Surf Coast and Colac Otway  - 

Forrest and Gellibrand and beyond”.  Music @ the Marsh  [M@TM] ran 
successfully until Martians – restaurant, coffee bar, take away and petrol 
stations – transformed from the former garage - opened and itself embraced 
music performance as one of its key attractions. Check media  
 
M@TM evolved not from an existing community group but from a group of 
music lovers drawn from the community.  Despite its ad hoc beginnings, the 
group became ‘a proper organisation with structured meetings and careful 
organisation where each person involved added their skills to the range of 
tasks: arranging music acts, catering, running the bar, decorating the hall, 
providing the necessary documentation from state or local government, 
volunteering on the night ….. 
 
Although M@TM events were either gold coin donation or, later, $4 per adult 
– kids free; no funding was received to run  - apart from an initial small grant 
which was used to purchase the PA system for the Hall. As popularity grew, 
M@TM was also able to donate money to the Hall Committee for stage 
lighting and other needed maintenance.    
 
The first M@TM event was held in conjunction with the local Upper Barwon 
Landcare Network in 2001.  At each event the white board had a prominent 
place – anyone and everyone could put their names on it and have a go at 
performing – music of all sorts or even poetry.  The money raised on the night 
paid the main band and the support act but others performed for free.  Kids 
and others came in fancy dress – and a wide range of talented locals 
performed regularly.  Each year there was special Youth Night when bands 
and solo acts from schools in the wider district came to perform – these ran in 
conjunction with Surf Coast Council Youth initiatives and therefore there was 
no bar operating on those nights – [but locals could BYO!] 
 
Most of the M@TM events attracted 100 to 150 people – kids were welcome 
and so were those who weren’t into the music but loved chatting to friends 
outside around the fire cauldron and having a coffee and cake or occasional 
BBQ managed by the Community Cottage crew– all home-made by the 
M@TM team – probably 20 community members who were the core of our 
efforts.  As Mandy Baker puts it ‘Music in the Marsh really was a community–
wide event – no one was ‘in charge’  - we all were’.8  
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 Mandy Baker interview July 27 2020  
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 Deans Marsh Community Cottage archives  
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 Surf Coast Living April May 2003 p.7 in Deans Marsh Cottage archives 
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 Colac Herald June18 2004 p.22 see Deans Marsh Cottage archives  
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66. 2003, 2004 and 2010: Pizza ovens x 3 The first two pizza ovens were 
built over summer times as part of community projects auspiced by the 
Community Cottage and supervised by Rob Phillips; one was later removed 
due to placement of the new playground area.  The third one was built by Rob 
himself, under the hexagon shelter made with bush posts and locally milled 
timber, and paid for by the Hall Committee.  
 

67. 2003 Skate park project completed.  After three years of hard 
lobbying, frenzied fundraising and great support from the local and 
wider communities, the local group of parents and kids, determined 
to have a skate park created on community grounds, celebrated its 
triumph of cooperation with the Surf Coast Shire staff, the Deans 
Marsh Hall, the Community Cottage and the community, with the 
opening of the Deans Marsh skate park on November 2 2003. 13  
 

After the initial lobbying by locals, the SCSC agreed to match funding dollar 
for dollar.   Energised parents ran raffles, market stalls and persuaded a host 
of sponsors from Lorne, Colac, and Winchelsea as well as local businesses to 
make this dream come true.  A total of $9000 was raised and matched by 
SCSC, and then the team of skate park designers came to work.   

The building team too were supported by the Deans Marsh community, as 
they worked in the bleak winter weather, with many coffees and cakes 
provided by grateful locals.  In the end it was a combined effort with 
community, Council and the designers themselves all contributing to make our 
Deans Marsh skate park bigger and better than the actual funds raised!14 

  15 
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 Deans Marsh Cottage archives  
13

 Personal communication Patricia Dressel 
14

 Phone interview Patricia Dressell August 15 2020  
15

 Deans Marsh Community Cottage archive 
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68. 2003 FOOTY SHED RESTORATION In 2002 after preparation of a Deans 
Marsh Memorial Park Master Plan, the SCSC Council wanted to demolish the 
Shed but met with stiff and energetic opposition from community members 
and the Deans Marsh Community Cottage.  The submission for restoration of 
the Shed to Heritage Victoria by those groups under the umbrella of the 
Deans Marsh Football Pavillion Action Group was noted as the best 
submission it had ever received.     
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While the Footy shed was experiencing its community-led rebirth, the Cricket 
Club Pavillion – named in honour of long-time President Colin Smith - was 
also benefitting from a makeover.  Local builder Brook Smith created the wet 
area and bar, created a concrete patio in front and added a verandah roof – 
doubling the usable space of the facility.  The new improved Cricket Club 
house  – now much loved and used by the community - was opened in 2005 
during Tom Reid’s first reign as President [2004-5].16  
 
69. 2003 The Untitled Chronicles a community newsletter editted by Paul 
Smith and supported by the DM Community Cottage had at least 3 editions in 
June July and August.  Was this the start of what is now The Croaker?  
Details please from those who remember! 17  
 
2004 February 13 The Victorian Planning Minister announced that the state 
government would provide $77,200 towards the rebuilding of the Deans 
Marsh Football Pavillion.18  

19 

                                            
16 Tom Reid interview May 8 2023 
17

 The Untitled Chronicles no.3 August 2003 see Cottage Archives 
18

 Victorian Heritage Program Funded projects 2003-4 p.9 of 31 see Cottage Archives.   
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70. 2005 Farmers Markets and other markets organised and run by 
Community Cottage: a Deans Marsh Markets committee operating under the 
auspices on the Community Cottage 2002-3   Former two-time Cottage co-
ordinator Baiba Lowther ‘remembers her days at the Cottage: ‘Some things 
don't change – we as a community we have always done thing ourselves it 
seems - from Hall Committee to the Deans Marsh Progress Association to the 
Community Cottage - now it was interesting working with the Shire and getting 
them to be supportive instead of opposing everything.’  
 
71. 2006 Frog Mosaic created during the Deans Marsh Festival by a team of 
local artists, lead by Veronica Phillips using locally-found objects – funded by 
the SCSC. 
 
2007 January 25 [see 68 above] Reopening of the beautifully restored 
Football Pavillion.20  
 
72. 2008 Deans Marsh Sheepdog Trials begin formally.21  

 
The Deans Marsh Sheepdog trials began in 2006 with a one-day 
demonstration event.  In 2007 rain and flooding marred the event, but by 2008 
the Deans Marsh Trials had been included formally into the Victorian Trials 
Schedule and were official.  A film made in 2008 introduces us to key officials, 
experienced triallers and the Deans Marsh initiators and organisers, Mark 
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 Colac Herald February 16 2004 page unknown Deans Marsh Community Cottage archive  
20

 See Deans Marsh Community Cottage archives for a DVD of photos of the day.  
21

  See Lisa Jarvis DVD film of 2008 Sheep Dog Trials. Deans Marsh community ar 
chives. 
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Fagan and Jill Stewart.  Originally held in November, the Deans Marsh Trials 
are now held in January – less flooding, but alas potential heatstroke!   
 
73. 2008 Footy Shed Fish mosaic created by community members after a 
workshop conducted by Veronica Phillips and funded by a SCSC Small Grant 
auspiced by the Community Cottage.  
 
74. 2008-9-10 Maternal Health Clinics started around 2008. 


